
BRTB CMAQ Application Process

CMAQ Application Workshop
Baltimore Metropolitan Council

September 16, 2008



Presentation Order

 Background on BRTB CMAQ Process
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What is CMAQ?

 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement Program

 Funding program for projects that reduce 
transportation air pollution emissions

 Jointly administered by FHWA and FTA

 Reauthorized under SAFETEA-LU

 For more information see:

 http//fhwa.dot.gov/environment/cmaqpgs/

 Interim program guidance available – Oct. 2006



Funding

 MDOT has agreed to provide the BRTB 
$1 million each year for FY2008 and 
FY2009 to fund CMAQ projects which 
will be selected through a BRTB-created 
process.

 September 2: FY09 Call for projects

 November 4: Applications due



Baltimore Region

■ Anne Arundel County

■ Baltimore City

■ Baltimore County

■ Carroll County

■ City of Annapolis 

■ Harford County

■ Howard County



Project Type Categories

 School Bus Diesel Retrofits

 Transit Bus Retrofits

 Heavy Duty Diesel Truck Retrofits

 Clean fuel/Hybrid Transit Buses

 Clean fuel/Hybrid Non-transit Vehicles

 Idle Reduction Devices

 Emergency Ride Home Programs

 Transportation Management Associations (TMAs)

 Other (i.e., traffic signal synchronization, 
bicycle/pedestrian facilities and storage, etc.)



Heavy Duty Diesel Retrofits

■ Purchase and installation of after-
treatment emission reduction devices 
for heavy duty diesel trucks, transit 
buses and school buses
■ Retrofit must be US EPA or CARB 
verified



Clean Fuel/Hybrid Transit 
Buses

■ Purchase of diesel hybrid electric or 
other clean fuel transit buses
■ Transit agencies are encouraged to 
purchase vehicles that are most cost 
effective in reducing emissions. 



Clean Fuel/Hybrid Non-Transit 
Vehicles

■ *Purchase alternative fuel 
vehicles such as: 

■ passenger vehicles
■ refuse trucks
■ delivery trucks
■ street cleaners
■ And more...

■ Or, convert fleet to run on 
alternative fuel. 

* Cost difference



Idle Reduction Devices

■ Upgrade heavy duty diesel 
vehicles with idle reduction devices 

■ Some examples:

■ Must result in reduced emissions



Emergency Ride Home 
Programs

■ Also known as “guaranteed ride 
home”
■ Provides registered alternate 
commuters a taxi ride home in case 
of a personal emergency. 
■ Encourages alternate commuting.



Transportation Management 
Associations (TMAs)

■ Organizations that work 
cooperatively to provide 
transportation and congestion 
management solutions, particularly 
travel demand management (TDM) 
services.  



Other Project Types

■ Projects need to be 
federally eligible for CMAQ

■ Projects need to reduce 
transportation emissions.



Who is eligible? Match?

 Public agencies

 20% Cash match required

 Public private partnerships

 50% Cash match required

 Must have a MOU in place with a local 
jurisdiction



Input on Selection Process

 CMAQ Subcommittee

 Maryland Department of Transportation

 Two local jurisdictions

 Greater Baltimore Committee

 Citizens Planning and Housing Association

 Mid-Atlantic Regional Air Management 
Association

 Johns Hopkins School of Public Health



Input on Selection Process

 CMAQ Technical Evaluation Group

 Baltimore Metropolitan Council

 Maryland Energy Administration

 Maryland Department of the Environment



Project Evaluation

CMAQ Technical Evaluation Group

CMAQ Subcommittee

BRTB

Project Scoring

Recommended Project List

Final Project List



Project Scoring

 100 Total Points

 Quantitative Evaluation Factors

 Emission reduction potential for PM2.5, 
NOx, and VOCs (27 points)

 Cost effectiveness of emission reductions 
for PM2.5, NOx, and VOCs (30 points)



Project Scoring

 Qualitative evaluation factors:

 Consistency with latest Plan goals (6 pts)

 Supports conformity/attainment (6 pts)

 Synergistic potential (3 pts)

 Long term emission reduction potential (3 
pts)

 Project innovation/regional catalyst (6 pts)

 Feasibility of implementation (6 pts)



Project Scoring

 Qualitative evaluation factors (cont.):

 Public acceptability (6 pts)

 Expediency of implementation (6 pts)

 Other (Greenhouse gas reduction, regional 
coordination for improvement of air quality, 
congestion relief, safety) (1 pt)



How to apply

Begin by 
going to the 
BMC web site.

Under “What’s 
New”



How to apply

■ Read the BRTB CMAQ    
Booklet
■ Review the federal   
guidelines



How to apply

Complete the 
project-specific 
technical form.



How to apply

 For diesel retrofit or idle reduction 
projects:

 Use the US EPA Diesel Emissions Quantifier 
to get emission reductions and cost 
effectiveness.

 For diesel retrofit projects:

 Check the US EPA and the CARB verified 
technology list.



How to apply

Complete the 
qualitative 
evaluation factor 
form.

Both forms:
Print and submit 
electronically.



How to apply

 Application packet needs:
 Work plan

 Project type technical form

 Qualitative project evaluation form

 Fleet description (if applicable)

 Budget

 BRTB project support letter

 Letters of commitment



How to apply

 Work plan needs:

 Project description

 Quantified emission benefits/disbenefits, cost 
effectiveness

 Cost estimate; match information

 Equipment description

 Provisions for monitoring and verification

 Project location map

 Plan for continued operations funding, if applicable



Reporting Requirements

 For projects chosen for funding:

 Bi-monthly progress reports will be 
required

 Progress

 Planned activities

 Summary of expenditures

 Final report



Timeline

 September 2 – Call for Projects

 November 4 – Applications Due

 November 2008/January 2009 –
Application Review

 February 24 – BRTB Scheduled 
Approval of Project Application List

 March – Winning Applicants Notified

 Summer/Fall – Notice to Proceed



Contact Information

Russ Ulrich

Baltimore Metropolitan Council

2700 Lighthouse Point East, Suite 310

Baltimore, MD 21224

cmaqinfo@baltometro.org

410 – 732 – 9575 

mailto:cmaqinfo@baltometro.org

